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Big data warning

Hugo Campos has a cardiac defibrillator implanted in his body. It sends 
data about his heart to his doctors and back to the manufacturer, but it 
takes days to get access to this data himself — if he can access it all. 
Hugo’s quest for access to data created by his own body raises several 
questions that become more important with each passing day. Who owns 
the data we generate? Who decides what data is collected and how it’s 
used?
Photographer Rick Smolan, best known as the creator of the Day in the 
Life series, wants to get more people thinking about these questions — 
and not just techies and business executives. So he has launched a new 
project that seeks to show how — in the plainest terms — how “Big Data” 
is changing our lives.
He has assembled a book of photographs that demonstrate data’s impact 
on our daily lives — which will be published under the title The Human 
Face of Big Data in November — and, now, Smolan and his team have 
built a mobile app designed to get people thinking about the ways in 
which data is collected and used. It will be released Wednesday for both 
iOS and Android devices.
The app passively collects data such as location and proximity to other 
users, but it also polls users with questions such as whether they wake 
up with an alarm clock most mornings and what is one thing they’d like 
to do before they die.
Smolan says neither he nor his sponsor — storage giant EMC — will sell 
the data, but it will be anonymized and examined by a team of data 
scientists. More importantly, however, users will also be able explore the 

http://www.technologyreview.com/news/426171/getting-health-data-from-inside-your-body/
http://thehumanfaceofbigdata.com/


resultant data themselves. For example, once the data is collected, you’ll 
be able to view a breakdown of responses by various demographic 
categories, ranging from gender to whether the respondent was a first 
born child.
Smolan has a history of using photographs and interactive technology to 
explore social issues. In 1996, when the internet was young and CD-
ROMs were still all the rage, he created 24 Hours in Cyberspace, a 
collection of photographs released on CD-ROM. More recently, he has 
looked at the human side of the global water crisis with a photo book 
titled Blue Planet Run in conjunction with the activist organization Blue 
Planet Network. His latest obsession is the way that data-centric 
technology is changing our lives.
The amount of data and our ability of process it and access it are all 
exploding. Social networks, mobile phones, and environmental sensors 
collect ever more data. Meanwhile, new technologies make it possible to 
store and analyze these increasingly large data sets. And the mass 
adoption of mobile computing provides access to data virtually anywhere 
and at any time. Some call the convergence of these trends “Big Data,” 
but there’s still plenty of squabbling over the term.
The more serious issues presented by the emergence of Big Data may be 
obscured by confusion over terminology and unfulfilled hype. We can’t 
predict the future or radically reprogram our DNA to become disease 
free. Heck, Facebook has a hard enough time just trying to target 
advertising. But Smolan argues that there are real, if small, ways that 
data technology is affecting us.

These stories represent the upside, and you could be forgiven for 
thinking that these photos represent EMC’s equivalent of AT&T’s “You 
Will” ads from the early 90s. But Smolan says that the photos don’t deal 
with EMC products and the company hasn’t even seen the book or app.
And there’s a whole chapter in the book on the dark side of Big Data. “If 
you had asked me ten years ago if I’d be willing let someone install 
tracking device on me I would have said ‘fuck no!’” he says. But now he, 
like so many others, carries a mobile phone that tracks his movements.
“And why is everyone making money off our data besides us?” he asks. 
“The people making regulations, or not making regulations as the case 
may be, are all on the profit side right now.”
“The world changed because of the internet, and the world will change 
because of big data,” he says. “I don’t know how, and I don’t think all the 
changes will be good. I just want to get people thinking.”
Still, he remains optimistic. The internet was massively hyped in the 
early days, yet some of the most important policy decisions — such as the 
passing of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, were made with very 
little public awareness. Maybe it can be different this time around.
http://www.wired.com/wiredenterprise/2012/09/human-face-of-big-data/
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Kids too fat to fight
At the intersection of fat-shaming and war-mongering comes a bizarre 
public health campaign: an effort by retired generals and admirals to ban 
sugary sodas and snacks from public schools. The kids today, say the 
former brass, are too fat to fight for their country. Welcome to the sum of 
all libertarian fears: a Nanny State that packs an M4 rifle.
Those officers, part of a group called “Mission: Readiness,” argue in a 
new report called “Still Too Fat to Fight” that unhealthy snacks, 
particularly in schools, endanger national security. “No other major 
country’s military forces face the challenges of weight gain confronting 
America’s armed forces,” they fret. (Well, except for the Chinese, but 
whatever.)“It’s clear to us that our military readiness could be put in 
jeopardy given the fact that nearly 75 percent of young Americans are 
unable to serve in uniform,” write two former chairmen of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff involved with “Mission: Readiness,” retired Army Gens. 
Hugh Shelton and John Shalikashvili.

There’s a legitimate readiness issue here. In 2009, the military found that 
75 percent of American 17- to 24-year-olds would be declared unfit to 
serve, for reasons involving obesity. Mission: Readiness estimates that 
something like 7 million military-aged youth are too fat for the military. 
Beyond that, Americans have an obesity problem in general, no matter 
how people act offended when Michelle Obama encourages kids to eat 
healthily.
But it’s less of a readiness issue than it was in the past. In 2009, there 
were over 100,000 troops in Iraq and would soon be that many more in 
Afghanistan. Now, the Army and Marine Corps are slowly leaving 
Afghanistan and shedding themselves of approximately 100,000 soldiers 
and marines. Recruitment and retention in the services are once again 
high, although the all-volunteer force is certainly strained. And, real talk: 
Lots of jobs in the military require little physical prowess. Can’t do 20 
pushups in a minute? There’s a headquarters-staff job for you, while you 
get your sorry ass in shape.
Still, it’s hard not to be cynical about this effort. Much as patriotism is 
the last bastion of scoundrels, national security is the last bastion of 
heavy-handed government rationales for social engineering. The military 
will not fail to protect the country because the lunchroom at P.S. 114 in 
Canarsie lets kids wash down their personal pizzas with chocolate milk. 
Will Mission: Readiness next advocate for greater public-school funding, 
since dumb recruits are greater military liabilities than fat ones — and, 
for that matter, because healthier school meals are more expensive? 
Public health ought to be debated on its own merits, rather than 
shoehorned into a jingoistic framework of military jeopardy.
Besides, if all else fails, we have robots — slender, deadly, efficient robots 
— to protect us.
Link: http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/09/too-fat-for-war/
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Missing children are to be sought via the error pages websites 

display when people reach deleted webpages.

A European initiative is putting pictures and biographical details of 

missing children on the well-known 404 Not Found pages. Hosting firms, 

ISPs and media companies have signed up to put the information on what 

would otherwise be empty pages.

Anyone who runs a website is being encouraged to join the initiative to 

raise the profile of missing children.The NotFound project has been 

created by Missing Children Europe, Child Focus, the European 

Federation for Missing and Sexually Exploited Children and several other 

European organisations.While there are standard ways of setting up a 

404 Not Found page, increasing numbers of websites are customising the 

error page to redirect web users who go astray or who visit an old page. 

NotFound wants sites to add a snippet of code to those customised pages 

so they display data about missing youngsters.So far, about 480 sites 

have signed up to the NotFound initiative and reconfigured their 404 

page to help.Maryse Roland, a spokeswoman for Child Focus, said a 

random process governed which missing child would be highlighted.

"It could be a recent disappearance, or on the contrary, a child that has 

been missing for a long time," she said."This project will allow us to once 

again concentrate the attention on children whom we haven't heard of 

for many years," said Ms Roland. "These children risk falling into 

oblivion."

Once sites have signed up and added the code supplied by the NotFound 

project, every time the page is displayed it will contain information about 

a missing child Francis Herbert, secretary general of Missing Children 

Europe, said: "We are always looking for new communication channels to 

distribute missing children messages and increase the chances to bring 

them home."

Link: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-19741350

Japanese scientists are chuffed to bits to announce that they have 
discovered the so-far undiscovered superheavy element with 
atomic number 113, and have staked a claim to naming it - and so 
joining the big leagues of element-finding boffinry nations.
According to a statement issued by the Japanese research institute 
RIKEN:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-19741350


“The search for superheavy elements is a difficult and painstaking 
process. Such elements do not occur in nature and must be 
produced through experiments involving nuclear reactors or 
particle accelerators, via processes of nuclear fusion or neutron 
absorption. Since the first such element was discovered in 1940, 
the United States, Russia and Germany have competed to 
synthesize more of them. Elements 93 to 103 were discovered by 
the Americans, elements 104 to 106 by the Russians and the 
Americans, elements 107 to 112 by the Germans, and the two most 
recently named elements, 114 and 116, by cooperative work of the 
Russians and Americans.
With their latest findings, associate chief scientist Kosuke Morita 
and his team are set follow in these footsteps and make Japan the 
first country in Asia to name an atomic element.”
The Japanese science spokesmen go on to say that Morita and his 
colleagues synthesised element 113 by the simple process of firing zinc 
ions at ten per cent of the speed of light into a layer of bismuth, which no 
doubt has had Russian, American and German boffins slapping their 
foreheads in amazement at not thinking of such a basic ploy.
It seems that this was followed by a chain of no less than six successive 
alpha decays - in which 2-proton, 2-neutron helium ions or alpha particles 
are emitted from the main nucleus - which could then be retrospectively 
backtracked from the resulting mendelevium (element 101) isotope to 
show that the starting ion must have been element 113.
"I would like to thank all the researchers and staff involved in this 
momentous result, who persevered with the belief that one day, 113 
would be ours," said a chuffed Morita in tinned quotes. "For our next 
challenge, we look to the uncharted territory of element 119 and 
beyond."
Morita and his fellow element-hunters report their work in the Journal of 
Physical Society of Japan, 2012 
Link: 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2012/09/27/japan_plants_flag_on_element_1
13/

A US congressmen has been left incensed after miscreants 
installed Linux on computers at his campaign office, possibly 
thrashing some data in the process.
Michael Grimm, a Republican who represents a district in New York 
covering Staten Island and parts of Brooklyn, has slammed the weekend 
break-in to his offices on as a "politically motivated" crime against the 
democratic process.
"Whoever did this, the people responsible are very ignorant [sic], and 
they don't understand that this is not just an attack against me or my 
campaign," Grimm told the Staten Island Advance. "This is an attack 
against a federal campaign office, which is an attack on our democracy 
as a whole. It's an attack against what we stand for, for free elections."
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Police sources told the New York Daily News that in the absence of 
evidence of forced entry to Grimm's campaign headquarters, the case is 
being investigated as an act of criminal mischief rather than a burglary. 
Three windows were broken at the offices, which were not fitted with a 
security alarm, on Saturday night. The damage was discovered by 
campaign staff on Sunday morning (23 September).
According to a statement by the Grimm campaign, large stones and 
concrete were thrown through the campaign office windows during or 
around the same time miscreants "corrupted and erased the hard-drive of 
the campaign computer server, which contains confidential campaign 
files and polling data", by installing Linux*.
Fortunately staff reportedly backed up hard drives hours before the 
crime. Staten Island Advance added that Linux was installed on the office 
computers without revealing the flavour of open-source OS the perps 
used or the number of machines affected.
The Grimm campaign said it keeps the personal information of its 
volunteers, such as addresses and phone numbers, at a separate location, 
so that information was not stolen or compromised.
Grimm characterised the break-in as cowardly and suggested it might be 
part of some wider dirty tricks campaign.
"Violence is violence. Throwing large stones and concrete through the 
window is an act of violence, and we've got to take it seriously," Grimm 
said. The incident follows the theft of lawn signs promoting Grimm's re-
election bid as well as a "mysterious computer shutdown in the middle of 
the night" at Grimm campaign HQ.
First term congressman Grimm, 42, a former FBI agent and Marine, is 
running for re-election in November against Democrat Mark Murphy. A 
Murphy spokesman condemned the break-in.
In addition to the NYPD, US Capitol Police have also been notified about 
the break-in.
Grimm is the subject of a federal investigation into fundraising that took 
place during his successful 2010 campaign. Rival Murphy has called on 
Grimm to return controversial campaign contributions obtained via an 
Israeli businessman, which Murphy alleged had been extorted from the 
congregation of Rabbi Yoshiyahu Pinto. ®
*Data from the congressman's computer would probably be recoverable, 
even after Linux was installed, according to data recovery experts. Simon 
Steggles, a director of UK-based computer forensics and data recovery 
firm Disklabs, said that data would be recoverable "unless the data on 
the hard drive has been overwritten… in which case, it will be impossible 
to recover."
Link: 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2012/09/26/vandals_install_linux_on_congre
ssman_office_computers/
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Amanda palmer update

Amanda Palmer has had a rough week. After raising over $1 million 
through Kickstarter to fund her lastest album, she asked some of her 
touring musicians to “volunteer” their services despite having plenty of 
cash to properly compensate them. Though the musicians agreed to 
Palmer’s offer, the move has drawn widespread criticism, most notably 
from Steve Albini. In the wake of the backlash, Palmer has finally decided 
to pay her musicians after all.In a statement posted on her website, 
Palmer explains that her management team has re-allocated money to 
pay the musicians, but it’s pretty clear that she is only compensating 
them because of the criticism and outside pressure. Take a look at an 
excerpt below and judge for yourself:”

for better or for worse, this whole kerfuffle has meant i’ve spent the past 
week thinking hard about this, listening to what everyone was saying and 
discussing. i hear you. i see your points. me and my band have discussed 
it at length. and we have decided we should pay all of our guest 
musicians. we have the power to do it, and we’re going to do it. (in fact, 
we started doing it three shows ago.)my management team tweaked and 
reconfigured financials, pulling money from this and that other budget 
(mostly video) and moving it to the tour budget. all of the money we took 
out of those budgets is going to the crowd-sourced musicians fund. we 
are going to pay the volunteer musicians every night. even though they 
volunteered their time for beer, hugs, merch, free tickets, and love: we’ll 
now also hand them cash.i hope this does two things: i hope it makes the 
volunteers surprised and happy (they’ll be getting some dough they had 
no idea was coming) and i also hope it makes our family circle feel good 
about speaking out.when we handed the musicians their surprise cash 
backstage in new orleans the other last night, they laughed like mad and 
said “after ALL THAT, you’re going PAY US??!!”moreover: i feel like we 
accidentally put ALL of our volunteer musicians into a weird situation 
that they didn’t bargain for….they unwittingly signed into a kerfuffle they 
never asked to join. all they wanted to was to hop on stage, rock out, and 
drink beer with us, etc.”

Link: http://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2012/09/amanda-palmer-
pays-musicians.html

What a card: Brit boffin Alan Turing stars in Monopoly tribute set

He may not have made it onto the £10 banknote, but the face of WWII 
code-breaking hero Alan Turing now adorns the back of the silly money 
that's boxed into a new custom Monopoly set.
The board, cards and pieces in the "Alan Turing edition" of Monopoly 
have been tweaked to tell the story of Turing's life, with the Utilities 
squares replaced by the Enigma machine and Bombe, the hotels and 
houses replaced by the huts and blocks of Bletchley Park, Bletchley Park 
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itself replacing Mayfair and Turing's old university college – Kings 
College Cambridge – replacing Park Lane.
Community chest and chance cards include one which pays for a private 
detective to find Turing's teddy bear Porgy, one which pays out rewards 
for cross-country running, published papers, and the missive 'Auntie Flo 
is not so well' (which was the secret phrase alerting the code-crackers to 
go immediately to Bletchley Park), which replaces the traditional Go To 
Mayfair'.
The board itself is roughly based on a board that was hand-drawn 
sometime around 1950 by William Newman, son of Turing’s mentor, Max. 
The young William apparently played on the same board against Turing, 
who apparently lost the game. The board, complete with the young 
William's own rules, has been in the possession of the Bletchley Park 
Museum since 2011.

Newman collaborated with board game company Winning Moves on 
making the new board, which is based on the original specimen held in 
the Bletchley Park museum.
Google bought the first 1,000 units as a donation to the Bletchley Park 
Trust. The board will be on sale for £29.99 from the Bletchley Park 
website and shop from November, and is available now to pre-order 
Link: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2012/09/11/alan_turing_monopoly/

Analogue TV snuffs it tonight on UK mainland

Freeview to drop out briefly - but not as a mark of respect
Tyne Tees will switch off its analogue TV transmission at midnight 
tonight. The shutdown will mark the last region of the mainland to go 
entirely digital despite the obituaries written in April.
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Exactly how the signal will be killed off is described in quite terrifying 
detail by the A516 Digital blog. The switch to digital TV necessitates 
some interruption to the existing Freeview service in preparation for 
retuning and upping the digital transmission power to fill some of the 
analogue space. The rest of that portion of the airwaves will be left fallow 
until next year, when the mobile phone companies get to bid for it.
One might imagine analogue TV had already been switched off back in 
April, when Arqiva sponsored a party at Crystal Palace and everyone 
reminisced about on-screen snow and the now-departed delights of 
Ceefax.
But that was the London switchover, which was timed late enough to 
ensure they'd be no hiccups in the rollout of the technology (the first site, 
Berwick-upon-Tweed in Northumberland, switched over four years ago) 
but not so late as to make Londoners think they were being left out. 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, meanwhile, will switch 
over on 24 October.
So right now, viewers in Tyne Tees can still get Ceefax and enjoy the 
graceful degradation of an analogue signal when reception falters - as 
opposed to the freeze-to-black provided by the digital alternative - but, 
sadly, only until the dying seconds of today. 
Link: http://www.theregister.co.uk/2012/09/25/analogue_tv/

Torvalds calls Romney 'a f***ing moron' thx harlequin/kev

. "He really seems to be a f***ing moron," Linux creator Linus Torvalds 
wrote of Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney late last night on 
Google+, using two fewer asterisks than you see here.

The assessment was in response to Romney's much-ridiculed suggestion - 
some say it was a joke -- that air passengers should be able to open 
aircraft windows in an emergency such as the one recently experienced 
by his wife. It also comes about three weeks after Torvalds used his 
Google+ soapbox to call Romney's religion, Mormonism, "bats**t crazy."

The overwhelming majority of 400 mostly white-hot comments on last 
night's post are supportive of both Torvalds' right to speak his political 
mind and his criticism of Romney, however crude the latter may have 
been. (Example: "Romney really seems to be a f***ing moron.  Hey, we 
can't all be wrong, can we?")

However, there are also a number of individuals who appreciate neither. 
(Example: "Tell you what.  I won't ask Mitt how to recompile my kernel if 
Linus doesn't tell me how to vote.")
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Personally, I don't have any problem with Torvalds expressing political 
and religious views in a public forum. However, the vitriol and 
obscenities are unprofessional at best. And the open question is whether 
having Torvalds toss these haymakers and stoke flame wars reflects 
poorly on the Linux community that he leads.  

In the comments on that Google+ post, David Stilson, an IT professional 
from San Diego writes: "I am surprised to see all of these visceral attacks 
on Romney and each other. When did all the Linux nerds lose their logical 
approach to problem solving? People install Linux in part due to the fact 
that they are joining a community of supportive users. If you were new to 
Linux would you install it after reading these posts?"

As he did in his anti-Mormonism screed, Torvalds has dismissed criticism 
of such outspokenness as being grounded in "idiotic politically correct 
fears."

But he seems to have changed his tenor on the matter over the years. 
 Four years ago, when Torvalds started a personal blog smack-dab in the 
middle of our last presidential election run-up, the native of Finland 
authored a post headlined "Stranger in a strange land."  In that essay he 
compared Finland's political system and dialogue with that of the United 
States, where he and his family had already lived for more than a decade. 
Here's an excerpt:

But then voting season comes and reminds you that all those Americans 
that are individually sane and normal tend to be collectively crazy and 
very odd. And that's when you really notice that you're not in Finland any 
more.

That's when you also notice that the whole US voting system is 
apparently expressly designed to be polarizing (winner-take-all electoral 
system etc). To somebody from Finland, that looks like a rather obvious 
and fundamental design flaw. In Finland, government is quite commonly 
a quilt-work of different parties, and the "rainbow coalition" of many 
many parties working together was the norm for a long time. And it 
seems to result in much more civilized political behaviour. ...

So you couple a polarizing voting system with a campaign that has to 
make simplified black-and-white statements, and what do you get?

Ugly, is what you get.

http://torvalds-family.blogspot.com/2008/10/stranger-in-strange-land.html
http://www.networkworld.com/community/node/33708


Most of the time I really like living in the US. But voting season 
sometimes makes you wonder.

(Update, Sept. 26: After apparently being convinced by those who said 
Romney was joking, Torvalds reached a different conclusion of sorts later 
yesterday, adding this post to his Google+ page: "Ok, since I publicly 
called the guy a f*cking moron, I guess I should also publicly follow up: it 
does seem Romney was joking." And he later added in comments: "I think 
it's a version of Poe's law. It's hard to tell when Republicans are joking or 
serious about being scientifically illiterate.")

Link:  http://www.networkworld.com/community/blog/torvalds-calls-
romney-fing-moron 

Half Time Music

The Things That You Think – Pomplemousse feat. Nick Hornby

White Noise – Lauren O'Connell 

Discussion – Utopia (see attached file – 'The Plan')

Reccomedia 

www.coursera.org – lots of interesting stuff – thx harlequin!

• https://www.coursera.org/course/maththink

• https://www.edx.org/courses/HarvardX/CS50x/2012/about

www.edx.org – more on line education – get stuck in! – thx harle

The Rapture of the nerds – new Cory Doctorow book www.craphound.com 

Go read all his other stuff – now!

500 Ways to Change the World – by the Global ideas Bank 

www.globalideasbank.org 

Links

www.rantmedia.ca 

www.r4nger5.com 

www.archive.org – r4nger5-new is where I'm uploading all my new stuf

http://www.globalideasbank.org/
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.r4nger5.com/
http://www.rantmedia.ca/
http://www.craphound.com/
http://www.edx.org/
https://www.edx.org/courses/HarvardX/CS50x/2012/about
https://www.coursera.org/course/maththink
http://www.coursera.org/
http://www.networkworld.com/community/blog/torvalds-calls-romney-fing-moron
http://www.networkworld.com/community/blog/torvalds-calls-romney-fing-moron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poe's_law
https://plus.google.com/102150693225130002912/posts/TTeQKFPrCQU?hl=en
http://nymag.com/daily/intel/2012/09/mitt-romney-joke-joking-airplane-windows.html
http://nymag.com/daily/intel/2012/09/mitt-romney-joke-joking-airplane-windows.html


Outro Music

2rant – Guns

Cream  I Feel Free


